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I grew up near a very large city (Dallas, Texas), so this is my first time living in
the countryside. Although there are some inconveniences, I'm very grateful to be
able to live around Kawane’s beautiful scenery. Kawane is the kind of place that
makes you stop and take pictures every second. Kawane has also inspired me to
explore the outdoors more! I ve explored mountains, waterfalls, temples, bridges,
and more! And the mountains! Texas is a very flat place, so I' m still surprised by the
gorgeous mountains every day. (The view of the Oigawa river behind my apartment
is incredible!) And while I’ ve been here, I have had the pleasure of experiencing
traditional Japanese culture, like ikebana, shodou, and taiko. These experiences are

irreplaceable to me and will forever remain in my heart. I
At Kawane High School, I teach English Conversation and Communication classes. 1:%%
The students are so sweet and eager to learn! I do my best to make the classes fun 7"
and relevant for the students as well as build their confidence. The students also 5AS
help me learn Japanese, so it’ s a mutual relationship of language. I believe languages
are a window into a culture’s spirit - and with language comes a new perspective. ih
This is important to me as I want to continue using and learning Japanese for the ifE‘
rest of my life. H
i
Thank you, Kawane! Living here has not only allowed me to experience a culture I i
have loved for a long time, but has allowed me to grow as a person in many ways. I'm 2
looking forward to the next year :). 7
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