I was born and raised in a very big city called Johannesburg in South Africa so living in the countryside is very new for me. At first I was quite
confused with being in the countryside and not being close to malls and other conveniences that I am used to, but slowly that is starting to be
something I enjoy about being in Kawane. Sometimes I look up at the sky and the moon shines more brightly than I have ever seen in my life, that
is my favourite part of staying in the countryside. The moon and the stars shine brighter, sometimes it feels like they are shining specially for me.
This is a beautiful small town and I am very lucky to be surrounded by nature and so much beauty and sometimes I find myself looking out of the
window in the teachers room- just to see the beauty. I teach English at Kawane High School and the students are really my favourite part of the
day. I learn so much from watching them- they are such smart, funny, mature and wonderful people who have such great, noble dreams! I really
think very highly of them and I enjoy teaching them very much. The teachers at Kawane High School are also wonderful people and they are so
good natured and kind. I must say that it has been quite challenging for me to adapt, because it is so different to what I am used to, but I really
am happy here. Japan has the type of culture that is so community focused and it reminds me of a South African concept we have, which is called
*Ubuntu” which means “having humanity towards others’. Some people may have forgotten it, but it is a very important part of our ancestry as
Africans- and I experience it here in Japan.

I have explored a few parts of the prefecture so far and there is just so much to take in, especially here in Kawane. I really want to start exploring
more of Kawane and I am always sending pictures to my friends in the city and they always say they cannot believe how beautiful Kawane is. I
look forward to meeting more friendly people and to having more experiences in this beautiful town, most of all I look forward to learning the
language as best as I can- I had never read, written or spoken any Japanese at all until I came to Japan, so it can be quite overwhelming at times.
I will do my best to learn this wonderful language as I think I would like to speak it for the rest of my life!
Thank you for welcoming me into your beautiful small town.
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Kind Regards,
Wisani Shibambu
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