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[ have lived in many places, the big city of New York, the smaller towns of Central United States,
and even in bigger cities in Colombia, South America. But none of them has been so beautiful and
full of nature as Kawane. The mountains are new to me, so living near many mountains makes me
happy. The village reminds me of places I would visit with my father for hiking and photography.
Coming from more urban areas, I am happy I get to spend a lot of time in nature. I am also glad I get
to immerse myself in Japanese culture. [ have been fascinated by Japanese media, food, art, and
history. Getting to see and learn more about these things firsthand is a phenomenal experience!

At Kawane High School, I teach English Conversation and Communication classes. The students are
funny, mature, and fast—to—learn. Our team=teaching classes lead to fun games along with activities
that blend Japanese and international references. The students are engaged with everyday activities
to the point that I find myself impressed by their grit to participate. | learned so much from the
students: from their curiosity, independent work, and creativity. The students have great ambition
and [ believe they will excel at whatever they set their minds to.

I am excited to continue teaching Kawane’ s genki students and to spread what I learned here in the
United States when I return home. [ hope I impose a positive mindset about other cultures and the
English language on my students and that they gain something useful from our classes together; I
know I have.
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